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Welcome to the 2026-27 season 
The Havant Orchestras - A new start 

 
There have been lots of changes over the Summer, but the orchestras are both set to go again with 
some wonderful concerts ahead.  We hope you will continue to support us and will enjoy what we have 
planned for you.  
 
You may have noticed that our initial plans for concerts this season have changed considerably.  
We had anticipated starting the season, as has typically been the case, with a programme chosen by 
our out-going holder of the Bob and Beryl Harding Conducting Bursary. This would normally have been 
put together with a limited number of rehearsals for a concert at the end of September or beginning of 
October, as the student often then moves away from the area to pursue his / her future career. 
However, we are delighted to announce that Ben Qureshi, our previous bursary holder, has been 
appointed as our Chief Conductor for the whole season so will not be leaving us in October. It was 
decided therefore to give his ambitious programme more rehearsal time by changing the order of the 
concerts round. You can now hear the very popular Rimsky-Korsakov ‘Scheherazade’ and the Britten 
‘Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes’ (as featured in the recent televised version of ‘Lord of the Flies’) in 
the concert on November 28th.   
 
Ben has been working with us on an exciting season of concert programmes, starting the 2026/27 
season with ‘Classical Oktoberfest’, a familiar programme of pieces loved by orchestra and audience 
alike. We have taken note in this of feedback and requests to include some orchestral ‘classics’ after our 
recent seasons which have had more of a bias towards 20th and 21st century composers. 
 
Looking ahead you will see that April features a collaboration between the orchestra and Portsmouth 
University Choir, led by Professor George Burrows, with a performance of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 
‘The Choral Symphony’ to commemorate 200 years since his death. Ben will be conducting the 
orchestra and choir at St Mary’s Church, Portsea. It will be exciting to be part of such a huge venture.  
More details nearer the time.   
 
.   
 
 
 
Please notice that we are simplifying all ticket sales for our 2026/27 concerts as follows: 
 

• Adult – In Advance      £15 
• Adult – On the Door   £20 
• Under 18 / Student     £5 

  
Tickets can continue to be purchased in advance either directly via the TicketSource 

website or via the link on our https://havantorchestras.org website 
  
As per last year, in recognition of the lack of handrails at Oaklands we will stipulate that 

the first 3 rows at this venue are for the use of the elderly/infirm. 
 

Thank you.  
 

https://havantorchestras.org/


 
A New Home for the HSO and Library! 

 
 
Towards the end of July we were informed that The Pallant, where the HSO has rehearsed for many 
decades, would no longer be available to us for our regular Friday evening bookings. Finding an 
alternative venue in the Havant area large enough to house a full symphony orchestra and store its 
three timpani was no mean feat, especially in the short timeframe required, however the 
Committee worked tirelessly over the summer and were delighted to secure our new home, St 
Alban’s Church Hall in West Leigh, in time for our first rehearsal on Friday 4 September. It was so 
good to be back playing together again that Friday! 
 
Alongside this conundrum we were also told that our music library, which we were aware we 
needed to move, had to be out of its current location by the end of September. For those of you who 
have perhaps not seen our music library, it 
is pretty extensive! In a room at the back of 
the St Faith’s Charity Shop in Havant we 
have almost 400 red archive folders/boxes 
of music & scores on approximately 25 
metres of shelving, plus 48 drawers of 
further music/scores housed within a vast 
storage island over 2.4 metres long. All of 
this is managed by our valued librarian, 
Elisabeth*, not only for the HSO & HCO but 
for the many amateur orchestras across 
the country who hire music from us. 
 
Again finding a new home for the library 
within the unexpectedly shortened 
timeframe was no easy task. However this 
is where the amazing Hall Manager, 
Sharon, and Vicar, Jenn, at St Alban’s have 
stepped in. They could not have been 
more accommodating and welcoming to 
the orchestra and have agreed to clear out 
a walk-in cupboard opening off the main 
hall plus the choir room opening off a 
nearby corridor to house our music library. 
So for the first time our music library will 
be housed within the same building that 
we rehearse. 
 
 
 
Thanks to Elisabeth and volunteers from the committee and orchestra who have organised re-
painting, re-flooring (over the current chipped asbestos floor tiles!), new shelving and the 
dismantling/re-building of the storage island (special thanks to Günther for this latter task), the 
library should hopefully be moved to its new home in St Alban’s on 22nd September! 
 
* With huge thanks to Tony & Helen Gutteridge who managed the library for many, many years beforehand. 
 
 
 
 



CONCERTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO  
(Info. from the website – havantorchestras.org) 

 

1) October 3rd – Warblington School Concert Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      2. HCO – Hayling Island           3. HSO – Oaklands School  

 
 

 
 Raise a glass to a very special 
Oktoberfest — no lederhosen required! 
 Brahms’s Academic Festival Overture 
gets  the evening off to a suitably 
celebratory start, weaving together a 
number of student drinking songs into a 
brilliantly spirited orchestral party. From 
there, the mood turns more mysterious 
and reflective with Schubert’s haunting 
Unfinished Symphony, before 
Brahms’s glorious Second Symphony 
brings the evening to a warm and 
triumphant close. 
 
So come and enjoy an Oktoberfest with a 
difference: great music, plenty of 
orchestral froth and at least a passing 
acquaintance with the songs that inspired 
the title. Prost! 
Conductor: Ben Qureshi 
Leader: Martin Palmer 
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And the rest of the season. Details to follow. Please see the website for updates 
 

    
 

Alongside changes to the programmes, the venues and the pricing  we have changes in the personnel 
involved. 
 
Our new Vice-Chair, Tim Mulkern, (trumpet)  is taking the lead  until the AGM when, all being well, he will 
officially take over as Chair. 
Patricia Exley (violin) has worked tirelessly to get on top of her new role as Treasurer.   
Pip Langdown (viola) has been very busy, amongst other things sorting the move from our previous 
rehearsal hall to a new venue with space to accommodate not only our full orchestra, but also our 
extensive  hire library of music.   (See above) 
 
Subject to them being elected at the AGM, we expect also to welcome to the committee Sarah Woods 
(timps) as Safeguarding Officer, and Penny Langford (violin) to help with publicity.   They will be joining  
Gwenda Dearsley (cello),  Barbara Martin (cello) as Orchestral Manager for HSO strings and HCO, and 
me, Cath Hutchin (violin)  as  Hon. Secretary. We are pleased that  Spence  Bundy (clarinet) is back in 
the team as Orchestral Manager for wind and brass. 
 
Elisabeth James,(cello)  as librarian, has also been very heavily involved, not just with getting orders 
from other orchestras out and sourcing music for us, often needing to make repairs as she goes,  but 
over the  Summer, sorting the practicalities of fitting everything in to its new location.  
 
Should you wish to contact us please do so through the Vice-Chair  vice-chair@havantorchestras.org.uk 
or the Secretary    at     secretary.havantorchestras2023@gmail.com     who will pass your message on to 
the relevant person.  
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